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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: MARR, US, EG, IT 

SUBJECT: MIG-MAINTENANCE AND THE CONGRESS 

1 . ROY ATHERTON IS SCHEDULED TO TESTIFY AFTERNOON OF 
SEPTEMBER 14 BEFORE HAMILTON SUBCOMMITTEE RE SALE OF C-130'S 
AND OTHER NON-LETHAL ITEMS TO EGYPT. IT IS NOW ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT THIS APPEARANCE WILL PRECIPITATE HARD QUES- 
TIONS CONCERNING PLANS FOR MAINTENANCE OF EGYPTIAN MIG 
AIRCRAFT. (THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS SPECULATION WHICH 
WILL FUEL INTEREST.) 

2. OUR OBJECTIVE OBVIOUSLY IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CON- 
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GRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THIS MATTER, WHILE AT THE SAME 
TIME RESPECTING POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITIES OF 
ALL CONCERNED. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW, I HAVE DECIDED THAT 
ATHERTON SHOULD MAKE CERTAIN RESPONSES DURING PUBLIC HEAR- 
INGS, AND THAT WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH CONFIDENTIAL BRIEF- 
INGS OF A MORE DETAILED NATURE WITH SELECT MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 
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3. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST THAT YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH SADAT 
AND ANDREOTTI RESPECTIVELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (OR, IF 
THEY ARE NOT AVAILABLE, OTHER APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL OFFI- 
CIAL IN EACH GOVERNMENT) TO EXPLAIN OUR PLANS FOR HANDLING 
THIS ISSUE. YOU SHOULD MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF C-130 AIR- 
CRAFT AND PILOTLESS RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLES WILL BE HELD 
BY A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 14. ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
WILL APPEAR ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

B. WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT, DURING COURSE OF HEAR- 
INGS, QUESTION OF MIG MAINTENANCE WILL ARISE. OUR OBJEC- 
TIVE IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST WHILE 
GIVING DUE REGARD TO THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITY 
OF THIS SUBJECT FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

C. IN OPEN SESSION, MR. ATHERTON WILL POINT OUT THAT 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S CLOSE COOPERATION WITH US IN THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND EGYPT'S IMPROVED RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE WEST RESULTED IN NEED FOR DIVERSIFICATION OF 
SOURCES OF MILITARY SUPPLY. SOVIET UNION IS NO LONGER 
MAJOR SUPPLIER, AND FLOW OF SPARES ALSO REDUCED. 
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D. A NUMBER OF THIRD COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN RESPONSIVE TO 
THE GOE'S REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN MEETING SOME OF 
EGYPT'S MAINTENANCE NEEDS, SPECIFICALLY TO INCLUDE THEIR 
MIG AIRCRAFT. U.S. PRIVATE INDUSTRY POSSESSES CERTAIN 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL TO PRIVATE 
SECTOR EFFORTS IN THIRD COUNTRIES IN MEETING EGYPT'S 
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT 
WOULD BE IN THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST FOR U.S. INDUSTRY 
TO SELL CERTAIN TECHNICAL SERVICES TO FIRMS IN THESE 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO PREVENT FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF THE MIG FLEET IN THE ABSENCE OF RENEWED 
SOVIET SUPPORT. SUCH MAINTENANCE SUPPORT WOULD NOT IMPACT 
SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE BALANCE OF FORCES IN THE AREA. 

E. WE DO NOT CONTEMPLATE ANY DIRECT U.S. GOVERNMENT 
PARTICIPATION OR AN OFFICIAL AMERICAN PRESENCE IN EGYPT IN 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROJECT. THIS IS A COMMERCIAL 
SALE OF U.S . TECHNICAL SERVICES WHICH WILL RE- 
QUIRE STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL OFANY TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT. 
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F. IF PRESSED, ATHERTON WILL CONFIRM THAT LOCKHEED AND 

G. E. ARE EXPLORING POSSIBLE COMMERCIAL ARRANGEMENTS IN 
THIRD COUNTRIES AT USG REQUEST. 

4. FOR ROME: PLEASE REASSURE GOI WE WILL NOT MENTION ITALY 
OR ANY OTHER POSSIBLE THIRD COUNTRY IN OUR BRIEFINGS. 

5. FOR CAIRO: YOU SHOULD BRIEF YOUR U.K. COLLEAGUE 
ALONG LINES OF ATHERTON'S PROPOSED REMARKS. VANCE 
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NODIS 
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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: MARR, US, EG, IT 

SUBJECT: MIG-MAINTENANCE AND THE CONGRESS 

1 . ROY ATHERTON IS SCHEDULED TO TESTIFY AFTERNOON OF 
SEPTEMBER 14 BEFORE HAMILTON SUBCOMMITTEE RE SALE OF C-130'S 
AND OTHER NON-LETHAL ITEMS TO EGYPT. IT IS NOW ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT THIS APPEARANCE WILL PRECIPITATE HARD QUES- 
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TIONS CONCERNING PLANS FOR MAINTENANCE OF EGYPTIAN MIG 
AIRCRAFT. (THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS SPECULATION WHICH 
WILL FUEL INTEREST.) 
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2. OUR OBJECTIVE OBVIOUSLY IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CON- 
GRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THIS MATTER, WHILE AT THE SAME 
TIME RESPECTING POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITIES OF 
ALL CONCERNED. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW, I HAVE DECIDED THAT 
ATHERTON SHOULD MAKE CERTAIN RESPONSES DURING PUBLIC HEAR- 
INGS, AND THAT WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH CONFIDENTIAL BRIEF- 
INGS OF A MORE DETAILED NATURE WITH SELECT MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST THAT YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH SADAT 
AND ANDREOTTI RESPECTIVELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (OR, IF 
THEY ARE NOT AVAILABLE, OTHER APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL OFFI- 
CIAL IN EACH GOVERNMENT) TO EXPLAIN OUR PLANS FOR HANDLING 
THIS ISSUE. YOU SHOULD MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF C-130 AIR- 
CRAFT AND PILOTLESS RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLES WILL BE HELD 
BY A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 14. ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
WILL APPEAR ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

B. WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT, DURING COURSE OF HEAR- 
INGS, QUESTION OF MIG MAINTENANCE WILL ARISE. OUR OBJEC- 
TIVE IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST WHILE 
GIVING DUE REGARD TO THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITY 
OF THIS SUBJECT FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

C. IN OPEN SESSION, MR. ATHERTON WILL POINT OUT THAT 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S CLOSE COOPERATION WITH US IN THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND EGYPT'S IMPROVED RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE WEST RESULTED IN NEED FOR DIVERSIFICATION OF 
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SOURCS OF MILITARY SUPPLY. SOVIET UNION IS NO LONGER 
MAJOR SUPPLIER, AND FLOW OF SPARES ALSO REDUCED. 

D. A NUMBER OF THIRD COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN RESPONSIVE TO 
THE GOE'S REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN MEETING SOME OF 
EGYPT'S MAINTENANCE NEEDS, SPECIFICALLY TO INCLUDE THEIR 
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MIG AIRCRAFT. U.S. PRIVATE INDUSTRY POSSESSES CERTAIN 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL TO PRIVATE 
SECTOR EFFORTS IN THIRD COUNTRIES IN MEETING EGYPT'S 
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT 
WOULD BE IN THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST FOR U.S. INDUSTRY 
TO SELL CERTAIN TECHNICAL SERVICES TO FIRMS IN THESE 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO PREVENT FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF THE MIG FLEET IN THE ABSENCE OF RENEWED 
SOVIET SUPPORT. SUCH MAINTENANCE SUPPORT WOULD NOT IMPACT 
SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE BALANCE OF FORCES IN THE AREA. 

E. WE DO NOT CONTEMPLATE ANY DIRECT U.S. GOVERNMENT 
PARTICIPATION OR AN OFFICIAL AMERICAN PRESENCE IN EGYPT IN 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROJECT. THIS IS A COMMERCIAL 
SALE OF U.S . TECHNICAL SERVICES WHICH WILL RE- 
QUIRE STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL OFANY TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT. 

F. IF PRESSED, ATHERTON WILL CONFIRM THAT LOCKHEED AND 

G. E. ARE EXPLORING POSSIBLE COMMERCIAL ARRANGEMENTS IN 
THIRD COUNTRIES AT USG REQUEST. 

4. FOR ROME: PLEASE REASSURE GOI WE WILL NOT MENTION ITALY 
OR ANY OTHER POSSIBLE THIRD COUNTRY IN OUR BRIEFINGS. 

5. FOR CAIRO: YOU SHOULD BRIEF YOUR U.K. COLLEAGUE 
ALONG LINES OF ATHERTON'S PROPOSED REMARKS. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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FOR AMBASSADORS FROM THE SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: MARR, US, EG, IT 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 218661 


SUBJECT: MIG-MAINTENANCE AND THE CONGRESS 

1 . ROY ATHERTON IS SCHEDULED TO TESTIFY AFTERNOON OF 
SEPTEMBER 14 BEFORE HAMILTON SUBCOMMITTEE RE SALE OF C-130'S 
AND OTHER NON-LETHAL ITEMS TO EGYPT. IT IS NOW ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT THIS APPEARANCE WILL PRECIPITATE HARD QUES- 
TIONS CONCERNING PLANS FOR MAINTENANCE OF EGYPTIAN MIG 
AIRCRAFT. (THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS SPECULATION WHICH 
WILL FUEL INTEREST.) 

2. OUR OBJECTIVE OBVIOUSLY IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CON- 
GRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THIS MATTER, WHILE AT THE SAME 
TIME RESPECTING POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITIES OF 
ALL CONCERNED. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW, I HAVE DECIDED THAT 
ATHERTON SHOULD MAKE CERTAIN RESPONSES DURING PUBLIC HEAR- 
INGS, AND THAT WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH CONFIDENTIAL BRIEF- 
INGS OF A MORE DETAILED NATURE WITH SELECT MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 

3. ACCORDINGLY. REQUEST THAT YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH SADAT 
AND ANDREOTTI RESPECTIVELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (OR, IF 
THEY ARE NOT AVAILABLE, OTHER APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL OFFI- 
CIAL IN EACH GOVERNMENT) TO EXPLAIN OUR PLANS FOR HANDLING 
THIS ISSUE. YOU SHOULD MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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A. PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF C-130 AIR- 
CRAFT AND PILOTLESS RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLES WILL BE HELD 
BY A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 14. ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
WILL APPEAR ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
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B. WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT, DURING COURSE OF HEAR- 
INGS, QUESTION OF MIG MAINTENANCE WILL ARISE. OUR OBJEC- 
TIVE IS TO SATISFY LEGITIMATE CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST WHILE 
GIVING DUE REGARD TO THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SENSITIVITY 
OF THIS SUBJECT FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

C. IN OPEN SESSION, MR. ATHERTON WILL POINT OUT THAT 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S CLOSE COOPERATION WITH US IN THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND EGYPT'S IMPROVED RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE WEST RESULTED IN NEED FOR DIVERSIFICATION OF 
SOURCS OF MILITARY SUPPLY. SOVIET UNION IS NO LONGER 
MAJOR SUPPLIER. AND FLOW OF SPARES ALSO REDUCED. 

D. A NUMBER OF THIRD COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN RESPONSIVE TO 
THE GOE'S REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN MEETING SOME OF 
EGYPT'S MAINTENANCE NEEDS, SPECIFICALLY TO INCLUDE THEIR 
MIG AIRCRAFT. U.S. PRIVATE INDUSTRY POSSESSES CERTAIN 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL TO PRIVATE 
SECTOR EFFORTS IN THIRD COUNTRIES IN MEETING EGYPT'S 
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT 
WOULD BE IN THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST FOR U.S. INDUSTRY 
TO SELL CERTAIN TECHNICAL SERVICES TO FIRMS IN THESE 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO PREVENT FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF THE MIG FLEET IN THE ABSENCE OF RENEWED 
SOVIET SUPPORT. SUCH MAINTENANCE SUPPORT WOULD NOT IMPACT 
SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE BALANCE OF FORCES IN THE AREA. 

E. WE DO NOT CONTEMPLATE ANY DIRECT U.S. GOVERNMENT 
PARTICIPATION OR AN OFFICIAL AMERICAN PRESENCE IN EGYPT IN 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROJECT. THIS IS A COMMERCIAL 
SALE OF U.S . TECHNICAL SERVICES WHICH WILL RE- 
QUIRE STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL OFANY TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT. 

F. IF PRESSED, ATHERTON WILL CONFIRM THAT LOCKHEED AND 

G. E. ARE EXPLORING POSSIBLE COMMERCIAL ARRANGEMENTS IN 
SECRET 
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THIRD COUNTRIES AT USG REQUEST. 

4. FOR ROME: PLEASE REASSURE GOI WE WILL NOT MENTION ITALY 
OR ANY OTHER POSSIBLE THIRD COUNTRY IN OUR BRIEFINGS. 

5. FOR CAIRO: YOU SHOULD BRIEF YOUR U.K. COLLEAGUE 
ALONG LINES OF ATHERTON'S PROPOSED REMARKS. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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